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Mr. Ron Izatt

U.5, Department of Energy
P.0. Box 550

Richland, WA 99352

Dear Mz, Izate:

Ag you koew, the public conment period for the draft Hanforid site hazardous wasca
permit closad o Mazch 16, 1992. Eeology received over 700 comments from
organizacions’ and individuals. Since then Ecology staff bhas been carsfully
revisving issuas raised and modifying the permit as appropriats.

I am forwarding you thiz lsttsr as notificatien thac dus to the ce:uplexity and’
impor..mo of :his pernit a.nd. :ha mmbar and sig;nifi:anca ef :Luues:aised

An impovtant associsted issus {3 that of initial Hanford Wasts Vitrificatien
Plant (HWVP) construetion activitciass. A8 you know, DOE must commence
construecion of tha HWVP in April 1992 under the f:lm of thas Esnford Fedezsl
Facility Agreement and Consent Order (HFFACO).

Beology has informed you In the past that constructien of the HWVF could not
proceed until a permit had been issued. Ecology staff have disecussed this patter
with gtaff from EPA Regiom X. It 1s EPA Regionm X's pesition that the HWVP may
be constructed under an axception to ths interiz gtatus resconstruction rule.
. This excaption, found in 40 CFR 270.72(H)(53) and WAC 173-303-305(7)(b){(v), allows
csrrain changes neceszary to comply with an interim status corrsctive action
ordsy at incvsrim status facilitiea. DOE submitTed Part A for the cantral wasts
landf111 on November 18, 1980, thereby qualifying that unit for interim szacus.
EPA balinves that by virztus of thiz submission, Hanford may be deened an intszim
szatus facilicy for purpogas of 40 CFR 270.72 and WAC 173-303-805(7).

Ecology has acceptad EPA Raglon X's. interpretacion em this issus. Thersfore, in
view of rhe nsad ts adharae to the HFFACO schedule, this letter i3 sent to inform
you that the HWVP facility may be construcced u.nd-nr interim status as allowed

under the :egulacions cited in the previous paragzaph.
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My staff have acted Thelr appraciteion of tha prafsssicaal workiog relstlieaships
sstablighed on thisg proisat. Mct&a to information, meetinge, and Lacorpscation
of cur soncerns, has hesn wall hnd&lcd by DOE., Wa axpect thsat this reletiesnship

will bm saintaiced in She &wro

I leek forward to working wich ycm in the oeming months ..a sniure thet Ranferd
elsanup efforts are laitiated and. implesented in a zimely and efflcient mianer.

aincaroly, :
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£ ~ Narda Plarce
Ammistact Dizraeter
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